Developmental changes in brain angiotensin II receptors in the rat.
AII binding and distribution were measured in rat brain during development by autoradiographic techniques using radioiodinated [Sar1,Ile8]AII. At all ages, from 2 days to 7 weeks, binding was present in the circumventricular organs, and areas related to pituitary hormone secretion and modulation of sympathetic activity. At early stages of development, AII binding was transiently expressed in a number of motor- and sensory-related areas. These findings support a role for AII in the control of water intake and autonomic activity at all stages of development, and suggest that the peptide may be involved in the maturation of neuronal function during development.